There were several coding and normalization errors in the code used for computing the cosmic string-sourced power spectra discussed in this paper. These errors and their consequences are explained in detail in Ref. [1]; the chief result of correcting them is greatly to enhance the vector mode power sourced by cosmic strings, as can be seen in Fig. 1 . This enhancement, together with other effects, renormalizes the values of G given throughout the paper downward by a factor of approximately 1.8. The observational bounds on G are strengthened by approximately this factor. The same errors also render obsolete the weak bounds on cosmic string small scale structure found in this paper. Finally, the larger vector modes present for a given G lead to an order of magnitude enhancement in the B-mode polarization we predict; we discuss this new prediction at greater length and provide a plot of its spectrum in Ref.
